


CHARTER OF THE TOWN OF WINCHENDON MASSACHIISETTS

ARTICLE 1
INCORPORATION AND POWERS

SECTION 1-1 INCORPORATION ' a '
The Inhabitants of the Town of Winchendon, within the territorial limits established by law, shall
continue to be a body olitic under the name “Town of Winchendon.”

SECTION 1-2 SHORT TITLE
This instrument shall be knowr s the Winchendon Home Rule Charter.

SECTION 1-3 DIVISION OF POWERS

The administration of all the fiscal, prudential and municipal affairs of the Town of Winchendon shall
be vested in an executive branch headed by a Board of Selectmen. The legislative powers of the Town
of Winchendon shall be exercised by a Town meeting open to all registered voters of the Town of
Winchendon.

SECTION 1-4 POWERS OF THE TOWN; INTENT OF THE VOTERS

It is the intent and the purpose of the voters of the Town of Winchendon, through the adoption of this
Charter, to secure for the Town of Winchendon all of the powers possible to secure for their
government under the Constitution anc atutes of the Commonwealth, as fully and as completely as
though each such power were specifically and individually enumerated herein.

SECTION 1-5 INTERPRETATION OF POWERS

The powers of the Town under the Charter shall be construed liberally in favor of the Town and the
specific mention of any particular power is not intended to limit the general powers of the Town as
stated in Section 1-4.

SECTION 1-6 INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS
The Town may enter into agreements with any other unit of government to perform jointly or in
cooperation, by contract or otherwise, any of its powers or functions.

ARTICLE 2
LEGISLATIVE BRANCH

SECTION 2-1 OPEN TOWN MEETING
The legislative powers of the Town shall be vested in a Town meeting open to all registered voters of
the Town of Winchendon.

SECTION 2-2 PRESIDING OFFICER
All sessions of the Town meeting shall be presided over by a Moderator, elected as provided in Article
3. In the absence or disability of the Moderator, the Town Clerk shall call the meeting to order and
shall preside until a temporary Moderator is elected by the voters present. The Moderator shall regulate
the proceedings, decide all questions of orde  and make public declaration of all votes

hall have such additional powers and duties as may be provided by Charter

or by other vote of the Town.
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(b) Powers and Duties - The executive powers of the Town shall be vested in the Board of Selectmen
which shall be deemed to be the chief executive office ne Town. The Board of Selectmen shall
have all of the executive powers it is possible for a Board ot Selectmen to have and to exercis

The Board of Selectmen shall serve as the chief policy-making agency ot the
Lown. It shall be responsible for the issuance of policy directives and guidelines to be followed by all
Town agencies serving under it and, in conjunction with other elected Town officer hile
promuleate policy guidelines designed to bring all agencies of the Town into harmc

owever, that nothing in this section shall be construed to authorize any member ot the

Board ot Selectmen, nor a majority of them, to become involved in the day-to-day administration of
any Town agency. It is the intention of this provision that the Board of Selectmen shall act only
through the adoption of broad policy guidelines which are to be implemented by officers and
employees appointed bv or under its authoritv. The Board of Selectmen shall cause a record of all its
official acts to be kept e Board of Selectmen shall appoint a Town
Manager as provided in Article 4.

(¢) Appointment Powers - The Board of Selectmen shall annoint those offices and multinle member
bodies listed beloy
€

Town Manager

Town Accountant

Board of Registrars of Voters and other election officer  sut not including the Town Clerk
Board of Appeals

Conservation Commission

Planning Board

Constables

Board of Library Trustees

Council on Aging

Development and Industrial Commission

Town Forest Committee

Historic District Commission

Capital Planning Committee

Industrial Development Financing Authority, as provided in chapter 40D of the General ~ ws

A person shall not serve concurrently as a member of more than 1 of the following multiple-member
bodies: Planning Board, Board of Appeal r the Conservation Commission.

(d) Licensing Authority - The Board of Selectmen shall be licensing board for the Town and shall
have the power to issue licenses as otherwise authorized by law, to make all necessary rules and
regulations regarding the issuance of such license ) attach conditions anc ~ mpose restrictions
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on any such licenses s it deems to be in the nublic interest. and to enforce all laws,
rules, regulations and restrictions relating to all suct vhich it issues any
license.

SECTION 3-3 SCHOOL COMMITTEE

(a) Composition, Term of Office - There shall be a School Committee consisting of 5 members elected
for terms of 3 years each, so arranged that the terms of as nearly an equal number of members as is
possible shall expire each year.

(b) Powers and duties - The School Committee shall have all of the powers and duties which are given
to School Committees by the General Laws.

SECTION 3-4 TOWN MODERATOR
(a) Term of Office - There shall be a Town Moderator elected for a term of 3 years.

(b) Powers and Duties - The Town Moderator shall be the presiding officer of the Town meeting, as
provided in Section 2-2.

(c) Annointing Powers - The Town Moderator shall appoint the Finance Committee, Charter and
Review Committees, and any other committees as directed by Town Meeting.

SECTION 3-5 WINCHENDON HOUSING AUTHORITY
(a) Composition. Term of Office - There shall be a Housing Authority which shall consist of 5
members serving for terms of 5 years each so arranged that the term of 1 member shall expire each
vear. Four of these members shall be elected bv the voters and the fifth member shall be appointed by
men
T as may otherwise

(b) Powers and Duties - The Housing Authority shall make studies of the housing needs of the
community and shall provide programs to make available housing for families of low income and for
elderly person of low income. The Housing Authoritv shall have such other powers and duties as are
assigned to housing authorities by the General Law

SECTION 3-6 REPRESENTATIVE TO MONTACHUSETT REGIONAL VOCATIONAL
TECHNICAL SCHOOL DISTRICT COMMITTEE

Representatives to the Montachusett Regional Vocational Technical School District Committee shall
be selected according to the provisions of the agreement establishing the school district, as it may be
amended from time to time.

SECTION 3-7 BOARD OF HEALT!

(a) Composition, Term of Office - There shall be a Board o1 Health consisting of 5 members elected
for terms of 3 years cach so arranged that as nearly an equal number of members as is possible shall
expire each year.

(b) Powers and Duties - The Board of Health shall have all the powers and duties conferred upon
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consoliaaicda 1orm.

SECTION 7-7 DEFINITIONS
Unless another meaning is clearly apparent from the manner in which the word is used, the following
words as used in the Charter shall have the following meanings:

(a) Charter - The word “charter” shall mean this Charter and any amendments to it which may
hereafter be adopted.

(b) Days - The word “days” shall refer to business days, not including Saturdays, Sundays and legal
holidays when the time set is less than 7 days; when the time set 1s 7 days or more, every day shall be
counted.

(¢) Emergency - The word “emergency” shall mean a sudden, unexpected, unforeseen happening,
occurrence or condition which necessitates immediate action.

General Laws - The words “General Laws’ hall refer to the
General Laws of Massachusetts.

Local Newspaper - The words “local newspaper” shall mean a newspaper of general circulation in
the Town of Winchendon.

Majority Vote - The words “majority vote” shall mean a majority of those present and voting,
provided a quorum is present when the vote is taken, unless a higher number is required by law or by
its own rules.

Multiple Member Body - The words “multiple member bodv” shall mean any Town committee,
commission, board, sub-committee or other body consisting of T more persons; whether elected,
appointed, or otherwise constituted.

Town - The word “town” shall mean the Town of Winchendon.

Town Agency - The words “town agency” shall mean any multiple member body, department,
division, or office of the Town of Winchendon.

Town Bulletin Boards - The words wi bulletin boards” shall mean the bulletin board in the
Lown Hall on which official notices are posted, and those at such other locations within the ~ wn
which may, from time to time, be established by the Board of Selectmen.






CHARTER OF THE TOWN OF WINCHENDON. MASSACHIISETTS



